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diplomacy in England. For it appeared that Roman Catholicism was about to enjoy an overwhelming triumph in that country. 'Here all things are prepared upon our parts/ wrote the favourite, 'priests and recusants all at liberty, all the Roman Catholics well satisfied, and our prisons, emptied of priests and recusants, are filled with zealous ministers for preaching against the match.' But there was a proverbial fly in the ointment!
Buckingham found himself at a loss to understand the fact that, despite Gondomar's fair promises to himself when in England, the attack upon the unfortunate German Protestants was proceeding with unabated vigour. The Imperial forces, under Tilly, were beleaguering Heidelberg, the stronghold of Protestantism, and it was doubtful whether that unfortunate city could hold out much longer. Buckingham found it necessary to warn Gondomar that any further acts of aggression could only jeopardize all prospects of an alliance, and probably result in ca bloody and unreconcilable war between the Emperor and my master'. In conclusion he urged 'that as we have put the ball to your foot, you take a good and speedy resolution there to hasten the happy conclusion of the match/1
On the heels of this letter came the news that Heidelberg had fallen to Tilly's forces, and all Europe now waited with bated breath for the next move of the British monarch. Had James been actuated by the nobility which he imagined to be his portion as a mediator in Europe, he would have regarded the whole question from a much higher view-point than the one he now chose.
Nepotism coloured his vision to the extinction of all else, and the desire to restore his son-in-law to the Palatinate became his paramount aim. Even the grand idea of con-
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